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Fashion

he ks =i O3
slands ars & prized
locatio sEEfilo
shools; cobadt bluss dkdeg
vivid turguoise se3s
gentle waves lapping onte sndiess
white sand beaches. It's the type of
destination art directors dream of 2

stunning backdrop which can bring
fashion collection to radiant  life,
instantly,

Courtney Rebinson has viewed TCl as
a backdrop to fashion since hls youth
Armed with the knowledge galned by
being & photographer's son as well as an
unforgeilable face that embodied the
“exotic” talent trend of the time. this kid
from the Caribbean had an edge when his
feet hit the streets of New York, By 2009,
after stints studying in the fine arts
madeling and designing. Courtney thought it
time to give back to his community - ta give
tocal aspiring models and designers an
opportunity to showcase their talents, and
fashian fans an annual show they would not
forget.

The premier TCI Top Model comtest,
spawned from a simple desire to bring back
the elegance and showmanship of pageantry
past. has grown 1o the third installment
Camwalé: Culture. Music, Fashionl, a modern,
multi-media production created to transport
the audience to a glamorous place far beyond
the walls surrounding the crowed

The show backs it's single night prandeur
oy weels of devoled preparation spent on the
CoOntestants, encoursging them ta shine thair
brightest when they step into the lights of the
big night and beyand. This year's contestants
attended warkshops on etiquette, interview
skills, spokes model proficiency, networking
fitness and health, as well as fashion industry
readiness, all Instructed by diverse local
EHPETTS

The prepatatory training was evident at the
highly anticipated pre-event, "Infiniti Catwalle”
held on a blazing sunlit afternoan at the
Somerset Reserl. Each contestant walked the
ong oop around the sleek pool in uniquely
shaped and tinted summer dresses; chosen to
accentuate each woman's particular frame and
perscnality, Alter the ten contestants made
stylish exits, a second line up of lang limbed
beauties showrased the spring/summer 2012
callection of Mongolian born, Canadian basad
designer: Oyuria Tuyssuzian. Her callection
teatured earthy, alry pieces inspired by the
diverse |lzndscape of Turks and Csicos, Many
are hand dyed “to achieve the right color and
pattern to resembling those found in rocks;
foam, suns=t. ripples

(&4

sloneas, tree trunks, s=3
on the water”
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“Top: Washanda and Vielke IHEEEE House
of Jerrit collsttionty fermelWiljiams. -
Main: Washanda, in a softry Black SHk

Ifhl',["c:-f Mt Chokimit Sress with metallic:
satify b, from Koo Eades" rollection \te ™= w—
Cdicos Chic 4 RBomancawith Decadence”






"My goals are just to put my
best foot forward and keep my
head held high, not forgetting
where [ came from.”

B,

Beauty on the beach - Vielke floating
in a House of Jerrit creation
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#wcamwate finale, onthe evening of May
. Williams auditorium was transformed:
illnaﬂ uptown, urbane coliseum. Medis and
w planners bustled about music pulsed,
ﬂg‘:‘i’p‘:« &prilrhﬁd across the elevated frant
| Emter 60 foot runway. The poshly
\Sessed crowd was as impressive as the scene.
T 'I;.Eﬂﬂ! Prove shorts and sandals were
wperseded by lipstick laughs, sparkting
Eas .anrj row after row of dapper dress
soes and: stﬁkiiﬁgﬁtﬂw:ﬂs

Seat fo seat mingling hatted the moment

“m=sguerade dancers leapt onto stage,

~ mudience. After this eyeful of sculpted; shiny
‘Badties i festive camival costumes, the ten
ntestants appeared on the catwatlk one by.
ane First in pretty party dresses and loose,
wic hair. Then transitioning, in fast and furious
sunway form, to dark denim skinny jeans and

- wite-U's paired with pumps and let black
pageboy wigs. It was the perfect way to
“emonstrate the versatility of each girl's look.
The gala evening showcased local designer
‘ermell Williams' latest House of Jlerritt
collection. The all white ensembles were
mspired by Greece; slick satins with retro
=ige, sheer peek-a-boo torsos, and opulent
=mbeailishments such as appliqués and ruffled
Eathars. An energetic music performance later,
e contestants returned to the catwalk in
colorful Caribbean swimwear followed by the
iatest collection by Saint George Fashion
House's local designer Kazz Forbes, From
Saringly shit swimsuits and flirty tailored skirts
with cropped jackets, to soft breezy floral
snitfons and raven hued decadent evening
zowns, the collection offered variety and
saphistication.
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Top right: This Kazz Forbes Island
Sreeze chalk pink silk organza holter
gown looks fabulous on TCI Top Model
Washandra
Tnp film strip: Vielke in a srs'r:a ederma
Williams cocktail dress
Bottom film strip: Washanda showcases o
turquoise silk chiffon halter dress with strap
back while Vielka is also Vibrant in this
turquoise playsuit. Both from Kazz Forbes
Island Breeze' collection

\ fhrowing confetti into the air, Emarglz:ng the:

Though they all looked like goddesses,
510" almond eyed beauty Washanda Registre
congquered the competition, winhing the top
prize valued at over $12,000. She and runner
up, legay and classically sturing Vielka
Salyadore, succeeded in catching the trained
eye of judges; top scouts from Wilhemina
Models and Q Management from New York. As
this show closed, the door has apened for
ihese young wemen,
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The well spoken Washanda, born in Grand
Turk but raised in North Caicos, says her family
and friends have nspired and encouraged her
interest in modeling. Her clear determination,
positive attitude, and graceful demeanor
complete her charm. She aspires to madel in
Italy and someday grace the pages of Vogue
magazine, but for now "my goals are just to
put my bast foot forward and keep my head
held high, not forgetting where | came from.”

Color lmrmg Viella, known to her peers as

......

s ears e

she muses that it comes naturally: "It's easy.
Just stretch your legs!” She hopes to one day
find herself in Paris, striding down the runway
for Alexander McQueen:

Desprte their differences, both young
women agree that this experience has been
incredibly helpful in gaining confidernce and
insight, both into themselves, and into the
challenging and exciting world of fashion:
Washanda described one heartfelt moment
before winning the title, "l could remember
paclkstage at the show, Courtney saying ‘you
are goddesses now, the cameras are all on you,
50 go out there and do your best and don't
forget that you can never, never fail.™ :
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